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When SSG John Kriesel lost his legs and two buddies in a 
roadside bomb explosion, no one expected him to survive. 
He died three times on the operating table. Miracles, a lot 
of miracles, starting with a few grunts who refused to let 
him die in Iraq, ripped the young warrior from the grip of 
death and sent him on to four hospitals, thirty-five 
surgeries, and months of recovery and rehabilitation.  
Medical miracles put his body back together, but it was an 
incredible confluence of angels at every step along the 
way that breathed life into his shattered body. 
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